
LET US RAISE OUR VOICES IN DEFENSE OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA! 

                             JOINT DECLARATION 

 

We, the representatives of the Associations of Solidarity with Cuba from 22 European 

countries gathered in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 17-19 November 2017, on the occasion of the III 

International Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba of the Countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe, condemn the decision of the EU Council whose intention is to impose illegal and 

onerous sanctions against the Venezuelan people. 

These sanctions openly violate international law and the  principles of respect for 

sovereignty, self-determination and non-interference in the internal affairs of states, as 

established in the UN Charter. 

Far from contributing to peace in Venezuela, the EU has adopted hostile decisions that 

attempt to lead Venezuela’s national dialogue to failure and to favour those that have 

generated political violence, death and destruction, as means to obtain power through 

unconstitutional means. 

As the Venezuelan government has declared in an official statement: "The people the world 

and the international community should know that the priority of Venezuela is not weapons 

or military equipment, and this inefficient media and political operation affects our internal 

security. The objective of the Bolivarian government is to preserve national peace through 

dialogue and the pursuit of development with social justice, overcoming the current 

problems. Unlike the countries that make up the European bloc, we do not seek to divert 

attention from problems by attacking other nations. The European Council should prevent, 

as we have seen in recent days, the use of public order equipment in one of its member 

states, carrying out the most unprecedented police repression, with the aim of denying the 

right to decide and carry out electoral processes with democracy and in peace." 

It is also evident that, through the democratic elections for the National Constituent 

Assembly, political and social peace has returned in Venezuela. In fact, on October 10th , 

gubernatorial elections were held in absolute tranquility and, on December 10th , municipal 

elections will be held as part of the important electoral schedule of Venezuelan democracy. 

This aggressive policy contradicts every notion of sovereignty and the right of all people to 

self-determination. 

Convinced and committed to peace of the people and for the people, to social, material and 

moral welfare and to democracy, we appeal to the institutions, to the organizations and to 

social movements, to the students, to the workers and the citizens of the world to support 

this statement. 

 


